
 
The feast of the  Holy Family of Jesus,  Mary and Joseph 
This  beautiful Feast of the Christmas Season is celebrated 

today,  Sunday  26th  December. 
New Year  

Don’t Forget:  Our Main  Chapel will be open on 
New Year’s eve from 10.00 pm –12.15 am for those 
who would like to spend the last hours of the Old 
Year in thanksgiving for the blessings of the past 

year and to ask for his  
continued blessings in the year ahead.   

Mass will be celebrated at 11.15 pm 
 

On behalf of  all the Mercy Sisters,  
the Holy Spirit Sisters 

the Jesuits, Fr Ian Vu, and on my own behalf ,  
I wish you all the blessings and joys of this holy 
season, and a  peaceful and happy New Year 

Fr Gerard Kelly  
Thank you for your Christmas cards, gifts, good 

wishes and, as always, for very kind and    
generous offerings to the priests at Christmas 

St Francis of Assisi Catholic Church 
Hunters Road 
Handsworth   
07894427648 
0121-554-0905 

 
Christmas Week 2021 

 
Feast of the Holy Family 

Blessing 
May the light of His presence shine on you, 
finding its way into the darkest corners. 
May this feast of peace renew the well-springs 
of peace and joy within you. 
And may that living water refresh you,  day by day. 
May St Stephen, St John and the Holy Innocents  pray 
for you. 
May Simeon and Anna 
join in your prayers of praise, 
so that in all things you can see, 
love and praise our living Lord. 
May God bless you this Christmas. 
Amen  

 
 
 
 
 



Masses for Christmas Week 
**************************  

Dec 26  Sun(for Sun) 9.00 am  Sheron, Juno and Eliza (GE) 
          10.30 am   People of  the Parish  
           5.00 pm   Patsy & Marcella Rouse (GE) 
Dec 27   Mon   10.00 am  Denis, Noel & Damasus Ihuarula  
     (D’d)  St John the Evangelist   
Dec 28  Tues 10.00 am  John Greenan (LD) The Holy Innocents    

Dec 29  Wed 10.00 am  Bernard Kelly (GE)    
Dec 30  Thu 10.00 am  Pascal Croaker (LD)) 

Dec 31   Fri     10.00 am  Donald Osaaguwua Ebohon (GE) 
Dec 31   Fri     11.15 pm  People of  the Parish  

    ***************************************** 
If  you would like to spend the last hours of  the Old 
Year in prayer, the Main Chapel will be open from 

10.00 pm, on New Year’s Eve, with  
Exposition of  Blessed Sacrament. 

There will be Mass at 11.15 pm.   
The Prayer Vigil will finish at 12.15 am 

****************************************** 
New Year’s Day: Solemnity of  Mary the Mother of  God        

Jan 1   Sat   11.00 am  People of  the Parish 
Jan 1   Sat   5.00 pm  Mary Sheehan 

************************************************* 
Jan   2   Sun   9.00  am  Bernie Walder (GE) 
Jan 2   Sun        10.30  am  Billy Fitzgerald (A) 
      Sun   5.00  pm Delia Irwin GE)      

———————————————————————— 

Your Christmas Offering  
is your gift to the priests of  the parish 

Thank you 

‘The Word he Spoke was Jesus’ Reflections from Philip 
McParland.  (Reprinted with permission) 

Having celebrated the beautiful feast of  Christmas we need to keep 
reminding ourselves that Jesus is the reason for the season.  Perhaps 
the following story can help us realise how important Jesus is and 
what his birth tells us about God.   This story is taken from a book 
called ‘Storytelling: Imagination and Faith’ written by John Shea. 

God, as everybody knows, created the heavens and the earth and everything in 
them.  And, as we are now aware, God created them through the use of  words, 
for words, of  course, are power. “Let it be done” God proclaimed, and it was 
done.  And everything God made was good. 

Well, God was especially proud and loving of  the man and woman he made 
because he had breathed into them a part of  himself, his Spirit. 

But, not surprisingly, the devil was jealous and angry.  So one day when God 
was enjoying the man and woman, the devil casually happened to walk by.  He 
sauntered up to God and asked him what he liked so much about these crea-
tures.  And when God opened his mouth to speak the devil craftily put a bond 
upon his tongue so that he could not speak! God could not talk!  And since 
God’s creative power was in his words, the devil had bound that power. 

The devil laughed at God and quite had his way with the man and the 
woman.  Now, as some eons went by the devil came back to mock God; he 
couldn’t resist, such is his nature.  He scoffed at the silent deity and taunted this 
helpless God.  God responded to all this by holding up one finger.  “One?” 
asked the devil.  “Are you trying to tell me that you want to say just one 
word?  Is that it?”  Yes, God nodded, pleading with his soft eyes and urgent 
hands. The confident devil thought to himself, “I don’t suppose that even God 
could do very much harm with one word. OK.”  So the devil removed the bond 
from God’s tongue. And God spoke his one word in a whisper.  He spoke it for 
the man and the woman and it brought them great joy.  It 
was a word that gathered up all the love, forgive- ness and crea-
tivity God had been storing in his heart during the time of  his 
silence.  



The big surprise of Christmas is actually small.  A child is born.  Newborns are completely 

dependent on someone else’s help to sustain their fragile gift of life. They need the love and 

support of their parents.  Yet newborns are completely powerful in possibility.  They may 

become anyone.  They may do anything.  One of them might even save the world. 

One of them did.  The big surprise of Christmas is that the Saviour of the World arrives as 

someone small.   

Isaiah’s enthusiastic prophecy announces:   “A child is born for us! A son is given to us!”   

His word brought relief to a nation seeking strong leadership and an end to oppression. 

Those who thought they were walking in the dark could now see light.  God had given them 

a leader  ‘whose dominion was vast and forever at peace.   

This prophecy looks forward to the birth of Jesus.  Jesus, the font of wisdom, brings people 

out of darkness into light.  He rules over a vast dominion as the Prince of Peace.   

Sometimes our problems seem too large to manage.  We look for big solutions.  Sometimes 

the solution may be very small.  It may be faith in the birth of a child.  


