
St Francis of  Assisi Parish, Hunters Road B19 1EB 
Newsletter 9-22  

Week beginning Sunday, 27th February, 2022 
The Holy Season of  Lent Begins on Ash Wednesday 

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Telephone: Mobile 07894427648  or landline 0121-554-0905 

St Francis Centre: 0121-554-6708 
Parish Website stfrancis.livevideostream.co.uk 

See also St Francis’ Centre Website 
Fr Gerard Kelly (Parish Priest)  Fr Yen, ( Vietnamese Pastoral Centre 
Wye Cliff  Rd 0121-554 8082; 
Safeguarding representatives: Tim O’Hanlon, Veronica Middleton 

Religious Houses in the Parish: The Sisters of  Mercy  0121 554 3271 
St Mary’s Convent Heritage and Retreat Centre     0121 554 3271 
The Missionary Sisters: Servants of  the 
Holy Spirit.  0121 515 2341 
Masses and Intentions  February/March 22 
26 Sat (for Sun)5.00pm Norah Lee (A) 
27 Sunday 9.00 am Peter McMahon (A)  
           10.30 am Ron & Joan Hobbis (A) 
                      12.30 pm Vietnamese Mass     5.00 pm Dec’d of the Stenson Family   
28  Monday 9.15 am People of the Parish  5.00 pm Reception of the Remains of Mary Do Thi Thai  
 1 Tuesday 9.15 am Paul & Sharon Craig (GE)   
 1 Tuesday      11.00 pm Requiem:- Mary Do Thi Thai 
——————————————————————— 

Ash Wednesday   
 2 W’nesday   9.15 am Frank Lavin & Dan Sullivan (Dec’d) 
 2 W’nesday   7.30 pm John Mongey (LD)  
——————————————————-     
3 Thursday   9.15 am Bridie Sheils (GE) 
 3 Thursday   7.30 pm Peter Farren (LD)   
 4 Friday        9.15 am Patrick & Mgt Bailey (A)   
 5 Friday        7.30 pm John Williams (LD)  
 6 Saturday 11.00am Votive Mass for the Preservation of Peace and Justice, praying especially for the Ukraine 
 6 Sat(for Sun)5.00 pmEugene McGrade (A)    
 7 Sunday       9.00 am David Cross (GE) 
           10.30am Thanksgiving (Hoan)        12.30 pm Vietnamese Mass              5.00 pm Sheila West (LD)    
Confessions  on:  Thursday 6.45 pm-7.20 pm 
    Saturday 10.30-10.55, and 4.15-4.45 pm.  Also, at any time on request.  
————————————————————————————————–————————————- 
What can you do for Lent? 
 Stations of the Cross:- Mondays and Wednesdays at 8.40 am in the church.  Fridays at 6.45 pm, before the 
evening Mass.  On other days you can pray the Stations at home-  You may like to use the little Stations booklet, avail-

able in the Piety Shop for £1.      Come to Mass every day 
 Give something up for Lent 
 Use the Walk with Me Booklets to help with your daily Prayer and Reflection 
 Pray the Rosary each day, especially for the people of  the Ukraine. 
 Spend some time ( or do a Holy Hour) in the Adoration Chapel (Entrance code  on request) 

 Do some fasting( but not so as to injure your health) 
 Be cheerful, as you journey in penance towards Easter 
 
 

‘My Day by Day’ and 
‘Messenger of the Sacred 
Heart’ If you would like a 
copy of  any of these, please 
put your name on the list in 
the porch.  

Expressions of Interest: If you might be interested in a Pilgrim-

age to Fatima in October, please let me have your name and  

contact number 

Ashes will be distributed at both  
Masses 

The Archbishop has asked every Parish to offer a Mass for Peace 
and Justice this week, remembering especially the Ukraine.  Our 
Parish Mass for this intention will be offered on Saturday morning 
at 11.00 am 



 Your prayers are also asked for the repose of the soul of Mary Do Thi Thai , grandmother of Mrs Hanh 

Nguyen, whose body will be received into St Francis at 5.00 pm on Monday 28th February for her Requiem on 
Tuesday, 1st March at 11.00 am.  May she rest in peace.   

Your prayers are asked for the repose of the soul of Kathleen Carr, wife of the late Jim Carr.  Kathleen’s re-
mains will be received into St Francis at 4.45 pm on Sunday, 13th March, for her Requiem at 10.45 am on Monday, 
14th.  May she rest in peace 

Your prayers are asked for the repose of the soul of Daphne Dabreo whose funeral will be at St Francis  on 
29th March.  May she rest in peace.  We extend our prayers and sympathy to all these families 

————————————————————————————————————————————— 

A reminder to parents who presented their children for preparation for First Confession and First Communion last month 

PRAY TOGETHER NOW, COME TO MASS TOGETHER, AND YOUR CHILDREN WILL GROW IN 
THEIR  UNDERSTANDING OF THE  REALLY IMPORTANT THINGS IN LIFE  AS THEY GET OLDER. 
————————————————————————————————————————————— 

John Berry organises a ‘Lectio Divina’ (Reflection) session every Wednesday on Zoom, which concentrates 

on the following Sunday’s Gospel.  For information on how to join this group from your home, you may ring 

John on 07772 962872, or email John on cyberberry93@gmail.com.  It’s probably better to use the email as John 

can use it to send you the zoom link by return 

————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Servers’ Outfits: If there are any Servers who have outgrown their outfits, or any who are no longer serving, I 
would be grateful if parents could return their outfits. It would be helpful if these could be washed and ironed before 
return, so that new Servers may be invested when they begin serving.  It costs the parish a lot to provide outfits for 
Servers each year. I am very grateful to all our wonderful Servers for all they do for us every Sunday  

——————————————————————————————————————-- 
Peter Foster, who has designed our new Altar, Baptismal Font and Lectern, has been in touch to say he will 
begin work on the installation of the new Font in the next few weeks. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Archdiocese of Birmingham website: www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk.   
A vacancy has arisen for a Cathedral Steward at St Chad’s Cathedral.  This is a Full-time position (35 hours 
per week) Closing date Noon, Monday 28th February 
Synodal Pathway: We are still listening ! 

——————————————————————————————————————————— 

 Please pray for  the Sick :  Mary Brady, Patrick Pender, Mary Dixon,  Alice Alimetres, Jenny Taafe, Beryl   
Wiggins,  Patrick Fahy, Brendan Fitzpatrick, Matthew Desa, Theresa Desa, Dorothy Ebohon, Janet Weston 

————————————————————————————————————————————— 
Ways of Supporting your parish 

(1) Continue to use the Collection Boxes at the back of the church.  (2)  Take out 
a Standing Order  (3) Use the Card Machine in the entrance porch-in the same way as you pay for your 
shopping.  (4)Use the envelope system, if you are continuing to use cash donations (5)  Don’t forget to 
mention St Francis  in your Will ! 

—————————————————————————————————————— 
When coming to Mass  Continue to sanitise hands on entry/exit (b)You may continue to wear facemasks, but 

this is voluntary.  © Use  of hymn books is again allowed (and  in St Francis Novena Booklets)  (d)We continue 

to receive Holy Communion under one kind for the time being.  (e)The Sign of Peace may again be offered.  (f) 

Congregational Singing  may resume.  (g) A heartfelt thank you to all who have helped to keep us safe and free 

from Covid-19 throughout this pandemic.  (We are asked to remember, however, that ‘it is still around’) 

—————————————————————————————————————————————  
Short Reflection on Today’s Gospel 

As we begin the holy season of Lent, we remember that it is a time for renewing and deepening our faith, so that  we may 

be a light to others as they face all the problems of life.  We remember especially at this time the people of the Ukraine, 

who are suffering so much.  There are many Ukrainians who have made their homes in the UK in the face of previous 

times of persecution.  We pray for all those who are bereaved through the present conflict  and for all those-many millions- 

seeking place of refuge and safety for themselves and their families 

************************************* 
The Lenten ‘40 Days for Life’   Prayer Vigil begins on Ash Wednesday outside the Abortion Clinic at 162 
Station Road, Kings Norton. Please contact Isabel on 07773501721 if you would like to take part  


